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Washington Semester Program 
Information Session 
Honors Residence Hall Room B110  9 a.m.
Dates to know
Gates Cambridge Scholarship Workshop
Gressette Room in Harper College 3:30 p.m.
Russell House Room 205 4 p.m.
Study Abroad Fellowships Workshop
Russell House Room 205 4 p.m.
August
Welcome Home: Student Health Services 
Reception for LGBTQ Students & Allies
Thompson Student Health Center 5-7 p.m.
With the recent  shooting of 
a deaf Charlotte motorist, police 
departments across the U.S. are 
coming under scrutiny for their 
treatment of civilians with hearing 
disabilities.
The shooting having occurred 
only a little over 90 miles from 
Columbia cit y l imits, news of 
Daniel K. Harris’ death spread 
quickly through Soda City’s deaf 
community. In the aftermath, deaf 
advocates were quick to praise local 
authorities for their willingness 
to work with the deaf community 
in Columbia. However, they were 
concerned about the circumstances 
surrounding Harris’ fi nal moments.
On Aug. 18, North Carolina 
state trooper Jermaine Saunders 
attempted to pull Harris over for a 
speeding violation on Interstate 485 
outside Charlotte. According to the 
Charlotte Observer, Harris, 29, led 
Saunders on a seven-mile pursuit 
before pulling over in a residential 
neighborhood. Initial reports by 
the New York Daily News and The 
Daily Mail claimed that witnesses 
saw Saunders pull his weapon as 
One of the most celebrated 
writers in Southern literature, 
W i l l i a m Fau l k ner,  w i l l  be 
recognized with an exhibit in 
the Ernest F. Hollings Special 
Collections library thanks to 
rare donated items from local 
residents according to WIS news.
The exhibit is made up of 
fi rst-edition books, letters and an 
audio record of Faulkner’s 1949 
Nobel Prize acceptance speech. 
The opening of the exhibit , 
called “Interpreting Faulkner: 
Selections from the Nancy and 
Reece Williams Collection of 
William Faulkner,” featured a 
lecture by Faulkner historian Dr. 
Don H. Doyle on Thursday.
T he  showc a se  wa s  m ade 
possible by Nancy and Reece 
Williams, Faulkner aficionados 
who made names for themselves 
in the Columbia community. 
Reece, a graduate of the USC 
School of Law, said he initially 
enjoyed Fau lk ner ’s  work as 
a teenager because he felt a 
resemblance to h is own l ife 
exper iences.  Nancy became 
interested in and familiar with 
Faulkner’s collection through 
years of volunteering at USC.
The exhibit will be open until 
Sept. 30 and is free for the public. 
A special gallery will be held from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 17.
—Compiled by Brittany 
Franceschina
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Daniel Harris’ older brother, Sam, signs during a vigil mourning Daniel, a deaf 






Football preview coming Thursday 
Sept. 1
Hoechella protests with music
Death of NC driver 
raises deaf awareness
In support of an academically 
and culturally diverse campus 
p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  O f f i c e  o f 
Mult icultural Student Af fairs 
has introduced a new space to 
accommodate students.
The Intersection: Multicultural 
Student Lounge, formerly the 
Off-Campus Student Lounge, is 
an initiative launched specifi cally 
to h ighl ight d iversit y and to 
serve as a hub for OMSA events. 
A welcome letter from OMSA 
Director Shay Malone said the 




The first-ever Hoechella, a 
two-day music and community 
e v e nt  a i me d  t o  i n c r e a s e 
awa renes s  a nd peacef u l ly 
protest against body shaming, 
rape culture and legislat ion 
regarding body autonomy, was 
held at New Brookland Tavern 
on Aug. 26 and 27.
Inside the recruiting process with 
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When Assistant Coach Sammy 
Esposito offered John Gilreath a spot 
on the South Carolina baseball team, 
it didn’t take long for the then-rising 
sophomore to make his decision. 
Gilreath committed that day, making 
his pledge to the Gamecocks three 
years ahead of when he’ll step on 
campus.
Gilreath became South Carolina’s 
second commit for the 2018 cycle, and 
he has a tendency to be ahead of the 
curve. Now a junior, the Rock Hill 
native throws as hard as 88 miles per 
hour, and he has developed a mature 
mindset and a strong work ethic as 
well.
The Evoshield Canes, Gilreath’s 
t ravel team, prov ide the 6-foot , 
164 -pou nd lef t y  w it h a  week ly 
workout regimen, which he follows 
to the letter. His workouts include 
dumbbell presses, weighted lunges and 
plenty of stretching.
“I st retch probably more than 
anything,” Gilreath said.
He has a pretty good reason, too, 
considering a back injury kept him 
f rom part icipat ing in a pitchers 
and catchers camp with head coach 
Chad Holbrook and the rest of the 
staff in January. Since, Gilreath has 
committed to taking time to stretch 
and run on a regular basis.
“Ever  s i nce  t hen ,  I ’m rea l ly 
cautious about everything. Lifting, 
running and the techniques I use,” 
the Northwestern High standout 
said. “Because I was so close to really 
messing up my back.”
Compared to the arm injury he had 
a few years back however, his January 
back problem seems a bit insignifi cant.
The summer before starting seventh 
grade, Gilreath tore cartilage off his 
throwing elbow, prompting surgery. 
The South Carolina Women’s 
soccer team won 2-1 late Sunday 
night against a talented UCF 
team in a match that really put 
on display the Gamecocks’ ability 
to make plays when they needed 
it most.
The game was extremely close 
the entire match, as neither 
team held the lead for more 
than eight minutes in the game. 
The Knights were able to strike 
fi rst in the match, with Amanda 
Wilkin scoring off a penalty kick 
during the 55th minute. The 
Gamecocks responded right away 
though, scoring a goal in similar 
fashion just 85 seconds later and 
knotting the score up at one 
apiece. Chelsea Drennan was the 
goal scorer for the Gamecocks, 
scoring off a penalty kick, too.
The game would then stay tied 
at one for much of the second half. 
Each team had their chances. In 
the 60th minute Drennan nearly 
had a second goal on the night for 
South Carolina, as her header was 
just punched away by the keeper. 
The Gamecocks would make up 
for this missed opportunity 22 
minutes later though when Paige 
Bendell’s shot would def lect 
off the post and right to Simone 
Wark, giving Wark her fi rst goal 
of the season and providing the 
Gamecocks with what would be 
the game-winning goal.
UCF would continue to fi ght 
hard for the rest of the match, not 
allowing the Gamecocks to coast 
to victory after Wark’s goal. Even 
in the 88th minute, the Knights 
were able to make a threatening 
play and bring the ball into the 
attacking third, a play that was 
eventually broken up by Bendell, 
in turn sealing the victory for the 
Gamecocks.
This was a big win for South 
Carolina. It showed a resiliency 
and grit often lacking from teams 
in the early going of seasons 
— something that offers much 
promise of good things to come.
With the win, the Gamecocks 
have now won three games in 
a row and have brought their 
record to 3-0-1 on the season. 
UCF now falls to 1-3.
South Carolina women’s volleyball won 
all nine of their sets over the course of three 
matches to earn the College of Charleston 
Invitational title this weekend. With victories 
over the College of Charleston, Tennessee-
Martin and Binghamton, the Gamecocks will 
start their season with a perfect 3-0 record.
W h i le  t he  p e r f e c t  we e k e nd  w a s 
encouraging on an overall team level, it was 
highlighted by some individual performances.
Freshman Mikayla Shields made quite 
the first impression in her South Carolina 
debut , recording 33 k i l ls  and a .522 
hitting percentage while being named the 
tournament MVP. In the fi nal game against 
Binghamton she lead the team with 13 kills.
On her fi rst weekend, Shields said, “I feel 
like I am slowly getting acclimated towards 
the speed of the game, and I am really excited 
to see where this season takes us.”
After losing two of their top three leaders 
in kills from last year’s team, the infusion of 
Shields into South Carolina’s attack should 
help make up for some of those key losses. 
Along with Shields senior outside hitter 
Koko Atoa-Williams and sophomore setter 
Aubrey Ezell were alsorecognized on the 
All-Tournament team.
The Gamecocks also capitalized on the 80 
errors that their opponents committed in the 
series.
South Carolina will look to carry their 
momentum into their next match when they 
return home to host in-state rival Clemson 
at 7 p.m.













Courtesy of Logan Hudak
Southpaw John Gilreath gives the Gamecocks a talented power arm for the class of 2018, and he also serves as a tool to lure other recruits to South Carolina.
Joseph Perkinson/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
A goal from Chelsea Drennan helped propel South Carolina over UCF.
Luke Yengo/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Koko Atoa-Williams earned a spot on the All-Tournament team over the weekend. 
2 Monday, August 29, 2016
We are inviting you to join us for a 
Mock Law School Admissions Committee 
Meeting where you will be deputized as a 
faculty member of the Admissions 
Committee. You, as a Committee
member, will review actual applicant files 
considering all aspects of the file (LSAT, 
GPA, letters of recommendation, personal 
statements and other support documents 
included in an admissions file) that are 
considered by Admissions Committees 
when making an admission decision.
The discussion will be led by seasoned 
admission professionals (and 
decision-makers) from University of 
Richmond School of Law, Notre Dame Law 
School and Widener Law Commonwealth.
This presentation will be of great interest to 
you and you will take away “inside” 
information that will be helpful to you in 
applying to any law school.
For questions please contact: 
Office of Pre-Professional Advising
Mark S. Brown, JD – Pre-Law Advisor
803-777-5579 or brownms@mailbox.sc.edu
Monday, August 29, 2016


















Editor’s offi  ce:
777-3914
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper 
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the 
fall and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with 
the exception of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions 
expressed in The Daily Gamecock are the author’s and are not the 
university’s. The Board of Student Publications and Communications 
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student 
Media is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock 
is supported in part by student activity fees. One free copy per reader. 



































ANNIE PARK, ASHLYN JACKSON, 
ELIZABETH JENNINGS, MARIELA 
RODRIGUEZ, STEPHANIE ORR, WANDA 
FELSENHARDT
Copy Editors
 ERIN METCALF, ANDREW CROSSAN, 



















ALEX BATEMAN, AMANDA GRANT, 
KAITLIN NIEMAN, ANDREW SNIGHT, 
DREW THIEL, PERRY WEST
dailygamecock.com
About The Daily Gamecock
Another radioactive material buildup 
found at Columbia nuclear plant
An issue with the air pollution control system was discovered at a nuclear 
power plant in Columbia, The State reports. Investigators found a buildup of 
radioactive material within the system. The issue didn’t pose an immediate 
threat, but if unchecked it could have eventually caused major problems. Another 
buildup of uranium was discovered at the same plant in July.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor
Haley releases tax returns
Gov. Nikki Haley detailed her family’s fi nancial situation to the public with 
the release of their 2014 and 2015 tax returns, The Post and Courier reports. 
The family’s income fell from 2013 and 2014 levels as Haley’s husband shifted 
to just working part time and royalties from Haley’s book fell. Haley also just 
released her 2014 tax returns because, according to her offi ce, she was focused on 
the Charleston shooting and Confederate fl ag fi ght last summer.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor
Shooting in Richland County 
wounds one
One person was shot in Richland County early Sunday morning, WLTX 
reports. The man was transported to Palmetto Health Richland hospital after 
being shot in the lower body. The incident took place just before 2 a.m. on 
Hillvale Drive, and the shooting is still under investigation.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor
3 Monday, August 29, 2016
Harris was attempting 
t o  u s e  A m e r i c a n 
S i g n  L a n g u a g e  t o 
c o m m u n i c a t e  h i s 
disability.
Accord i ng to  The 
Daily Mail, Saunders 
ha s  been  p l aced  on 
admin ist rat ive leave 
p e n d i n g  f u r t h e r 
investigation.
H a r r i s ’  d e a t h 
s p a r k e d  o u t r a g e 
ac ros s  soc ia l  med ia 
and renewed interest 
in pol ice procedures 
reg a rd i ng  t he  dea f . 
But litt le information 
on pol ic ing the deaf 
is available aside from 
high-profile incidents 
such a s  Har r i s’.  No 
comprehensive statistics 
have  been compi led 
on police encounters 
with hearing-disabled 
individuals.
The Daily Gamecock 
reached out to A nita 
Ste ichen-McDa n iel , 
execut ive director of 
t he  Sout h  Ca rol i na 
Association of the Deaf 
(SCAD) for her thoughts 
on Harris’ story.
T h r o u g h  a n 
interpreter, Steichen-
M c D a n ie l  s a id  s h e 
l a m e n t e d  H a r r i s ’ 
death and wished that 
S au nd e r s  h ad  b e e n 
more perceptive when 
e v a l u a t i n g  H a r r i s ’ 
actions. She noted that 
the Columbia Pol ice 
Department (CPD) has 
partnered with SCAD 
to train their offi cers to 
properly interact with 
deaf civilians.
Specifi cally, Steichen-
McDaniel stated, CPD 
has been working with 
Dave  Bit ter s  of  t he 
Hearing Loss Association 
of A merica (HLA A). 
Bitters, who is legally 
deaf, worked for IBM as 
a recruiter of hearing-
impaired employees prior 
to founding the HLAA 
Midlands Chapter in 
West Columbia. He has 
worked with the deaf for 
much of his life.
W hen f lash f loods 
took t he l ives  of  19 
South Carolinians in 
October 2015, Bitters 
considered the obstacles 
faced by deaf individuals 
in emergency situations 
and dec ided to t ake 
action.
“I jumped in and said, 
‘Well, I’m going to have 
to get out there and just 
make those people aware 
and make everything 
a lot easier for them,’” 
Bitters told The Daily 
Gamecock.
Bitters reached out to 
local f irst responders, 
includ ing CPD, and 
offered assistance with 
ASL and establishing 
communicat ion with 
h e a r i n g - i m p a i r e d 
persons. The response, 
h e  s a i d ,  h a s  b e e n 
encouraging.
“Bel ieve it  or not , 
I’ve gotten everybody 
enthusiast ic and they 
want to know, they want 
to learn,” Bitters said. 
“So, it’s been going very 
good.”
I n add it ion to h i s 
work with local police 
departments,  Bit ters 
a l so teaches A SL to 
fi refi ghters and residents 
in assisted living centers.
When asked for his 
thoughts on the Harris 
incident, Bitters said he 
had read several reports 
about the incident but 
refrained from drawing 
any conclusions.
“If you are deaf or 
hear ing impa ired … 
there’s almost no way 
you could not hear about 
that,” Bitters said. “The 
whole story is not out 
there yet , so I’d l ike 
not to take any sides 
until we hear the final 
investigation.”
students to explore issues related to 
cultural competence, diversity, and 
social justice.” 
OMSA aims to help create an 
i nc lu s ive  env i ron ment  for  a l l 
students on USC’s campus and 
to afford minority groups a peer 
support system. Organizat ions 
within the offi ce utilize the Russell 
House space in for these purposes. 
Student groups are able to hold 
meetings or give presentations in 
the space at OMSA’s discretion. 
According to Malone, the new 
lounge “features two small meeting 
r o o m s ,  l e a r n i n g  s p a c e s ,  s o f t 
seating and audio/visual equipment 
for facilitating presentations and 
accessing multimedia.” 
The Intersection posts a weekly 
schedule of events on which some 
org a n i z at ion s  a l read y  app ea r 
reg u la r ly.  T he  Men of  Color 
Initiative, for example, will meet 
in the lounge every other Tuesday 
at 5 p.m. The offi ce’s EMPOWER 
Lunch and Learn series will continue 
at noon once a month. 
“The Intersection is located on 
the lower level of the Russell House 
West Wing,” Malone said. “We hope 
to see you there soon!” 
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Download the  College Colors APP
to share your USC pride! 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not exceed 300 words. Students must include 
their full name, major and year. Faculty and staff must include their full 
name, position and department. Community members must include 
their full name and applicable job title. Verifiable statements of fact must 
include at least one source; if we cannot verify a statement of fact, your 
letter will not be published until the writer implements necessary changes 
or provides reputable sources for any facts in question. Letters are edited 
for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com




T h i s  Novemb er, 
Republicans are facing 
a much larger issue 
than merely vot ing 
for the next president. 
T h e  p r o b l e m  f o r 
Republicans is of such 
a magnitude that the 
vote can no longer be 
about the success of 
the party. Instead of 
look ing to pol it ical 
dem a rc at ion s ,  t he 
r e a l  q u e s t io n  h a s 
become this: What is 
the ethical identity of 
America?
It is no news that 
m a ny  Republ ic a n s 
d e s p i s e  D o n a l d 
Trump but will vote 
for h im because he 
i s  t he  R epub l i c a n 
nominee.  The vote 
of many Republicans 
will be a vote against 
Hillary Clinton, not 
a  vote  for  Tr u mp. 
However, the stakes 
are much higher than 
that. We can readily 
grant that Clinton is a 
problematic candidate. 
I n  a  n o r m a l  r a c e 
these problems might 
have been suff icient 
reason to vote against 
he r.  T he  p r ob le m 
facing Americans this 
November, however, 
is that Trump is not 
merely a problematic 
polit ician due to his 
unabashed dishonesty, 
xenophobia, misogyny 
a n d  p o l i t i c a l 
i g n o r a n c e .  T h e 
b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m 
w i t h  M r .  Tr u m p 
i s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y 
an eth ica l one that 
undergirds the very 
foundation of human 
worth.
Tr u mp i s  a  m a n 
who has repeatedly 
b o a s t e d  t h a t  a s 
p r e s i d e n t  h e  w i l l 
engage in act iv it ies 
that can be described 
only as grave crimes 
against humanity. For 
example, he repeatedly 
asserted that he would 
s er iou s ly  con s ider 
using nuclear weapons 
a g a i n s t  I S I S  a n d 
others and that even 
the possibility of using 
a nuclear weapon in 
Europe was not “off 
the table.” Similarly, 
on Fox and Friends, 
he said that the U.S. 
mil itary should not 
just kill terrorists, but 
a lso their famil ies. 
These  sugges t ions 
would be absolutely 
i n hu m a ne  e v e n  i f 
he were to draw the 
l i ne  at  k i l l i ng  t he 
i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y 
members,  but what 
about those he might 
consider to be close 
enough sympathizers? 
He ha s  ig nora nt ly 
claimed that Turkey 
has sided with ISIS 
despite Turkey’s active 
aid in our fi ght against 
ISIS and despite the 
f ac t  t hat  ISIS  ha s 
car r ied out severa l 
attacks against Turkey. 
On numerous other 
occasions, he blamed 
the terrorist attacks 
in France, Belg ium 
a nd  Ca l i for n ia  on 
refugees despite proof 
that there was no link 
to refugees in any of 
these cases. Trump is 
all too willing to put 
the target on innocent 
people’s backs.
Of  cou r se ,  ma ny 
Republicans will feel 
that they cannot vote 
for Clinton for similar 
ethical reasons, such 
a s  h e r  s t a n c e  o n 
partial-birth abortion. 
I f  t h is  i s  t he case , 
they should keep in 
mind that Trump is 
on record st rongly 
crit icizing a ban on 
partial-birth abortion, 
because it supposedly 
restricts the rights of 
women. Since Trump 
suppor ted  pa r t ia l-
birth abortion until he 
decided to run on the 
Republican ticket, it is 
simply self-deception 
on the part of voters 
to think that he will 
do anything to further 
t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e 
unborn. This includes 
the delusion that he 
will be committed to 
nominat ing worthy 
conservative Supreme 
Cou r t  ju s t ice s .  A s 
concerns abor t ion, 
t hen ,  t he  t wo  a re 
equal. The problem 
w i t h  Tr u m p  g o e s 
much deeper.
I t  wou ld  b e  b ad 
enough if h is v iews 
were limited to claims 
such as the disturbing 
suggest ion t hat  we 
should plunder Iraqi 
o i l  to  pay  for  t he 
c a r e  o f  A m e r i c a n 
soldiers. More so, if 
Trump were merely 
a g a i n s t  A m e r i c a n 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
principles, as shown by 
his claim that he would 
reverse libel laws to 
restrict the freedom of 
the press, or opposed 
to  t he  f reedom of 
religion, as displayed 
in his proposed ban 
on Muslims entering 
t he  c ou nt r y,  t hen 
one might be r ight 
to  v iew a  vote  for 
Tr u m p  a s  a  v o t e 
against Mrs. Clinton. 
But Trump’s claims 
don’t merely concern 
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n 
or  pol it ic a l  v iews . 
They are claims that 
assault the most basic 
morality of humanity. 
The real reason a vote 
for Trump is morally 
dubiou s  i s  t hat  he 
h a s  r e c o m me nde d 
m a s s  mu rde r  a s  a 
permissible course of 
action. The use of a 
nuclear weapon, in 
wh ich hu ndreds  of 
thousands of innocent 
lives are immediately 
e x t i n g u i s h e d ,  i s 
simply not ethically 
p e r m i s s i b l e .  To 
ta rget  t he fami l ies 
o f  t e r r o r i s t s  i s 
u n j u s t i f i a b l e  a n d 
s h o u l d  n o t  b e 
rationalized. Revenge 
murder is still murder. 
Republicans need to 
think carefully about 
the fact that a vote for 
Trump cannot escape 
being a vote for a man 
who has repeatedly 
endorsed these kinds 
o f  c r i m e s  a g a i n s t 
humanity.
With Trump, the 
Republican party is 
undergoing a major 
i d e n t i t y  c h a n g e . 
T here  a re  g reater 
issues at stake than 
one party “winning” 
t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
election. Unlike past 
presidential elections, 
t h i s  N o v e m b e r 
dema nds  of  voter s 
more than a choice 
between part ies and 
t heir ideolog ies.  It 
demands that voters 
stand against bigotry, 
r a c i s m ,  s e x i s m , 
e g o i s m ,  j i n g o i s m 
and cr imes aga inst 
humanity. It demands 
that voters stand not 
only for America, but 
a l so  for  hu ma n it y. 
The ethical compass 
of America is on the 
line.
— Gerad Gentry, 
Doctoral candidate in 
philosophy
If in any other context 
someone were  to  be 
invited to a fi lthy room 
stuffed with incoherent 
p e o p l e  t r i p p i n g 
over  each ot her  and 
screaming along to the 
elementary words of a 
sacrilegious rapper, it 
would provoke a hard 
“no.” The media, with 
t he  a id  of  t he  p eer 
pressure to recap the 
“crazy” stor ies  f rom 
the night before, has 
p r o m o t e d  c o l l e g e 
par t y ing to be bot h 
reckless and glamorous. 
As new freshmen f ind 
their way around campus 
a nd  i n t o  t he  p a r t y 
scene, it is important to 
understand that college 
parties never live up to 
their expectation, and it 
is okay to say no.
The National Institute 
on A lcohol  Use a nd 
Alcoholism says the fi rst 
six weeks of college is 
the most likely time for 
students to develop bad 
habits as they conform 
to social pressures and 
the image of what they 
believe college should 
be like. Unfortunately, 
c o l l eg e  p a r t y i n g  i s 
so emphasized in pop 
culture that it is diffi cult 
to even comprehend a 
college career without 
it. Over 80 percent of 
students drink alcohol 
in college, and nearly 19 
percent even qualify for 
an alcohol use disorder. 
B u t  a s  t h e  a g e - o ld 
advice goes, just because 
everyone else is doing it 
does not mean that you 
should, too.
Between classes, work, 
s leep  a nd  s t udy i ng, 
college students only 
h a v e  a n  a v e r a g e  o f 
fou r  hou r s  a  day  to 
commit to recreational 
ac t iv it ie s .  Spend i ng 
t h i s  t i me  at tend i ng 
part ies restricts from 
ot her ac t iv it ie s  t hat 
better one’s physical and 
emotional health and 
help reap the benefits 
of a cost ly educat ion. 
Wo r s e  s t i l l ,  m a n y 
students go over the 
four-hour limit, taking 
t ime away from sleep 
and studying to party 
even longer. In fact, one 
in every four col lege 
st udent s admit s that 
partying has negatively 
af fected their grades, 
a nd  i s  t h at  not  t he 
reason that we all attend 
college in the fi rst place?
Just  la s t  weekend,  I 
was lounging on a pool 
chair outside, and out of 
nowhere, a table that had 
been thrown by a nearby 
drunk boy nailed me in 
the leg. Unfortunately, 
injur ies l ike th is are 
qu ite common. Even 
w i t h o u t  d r i n k i n g , 
students are still at risk 
simply by being present 
at  t he scene.  Nearly 
696,000 students each 
year are assaulted by a 
student who has been 
drinking, not to mention 
the nearly 2,000 who die 
f rom a lcohol-related 
injuries and the other 
questionable activities 
that take place. About 
97,000 people are raped 
or face attempted raped 
with alcohol involved. 
Partying in college is a 
perceived rite of passage 
— something that can 
on ly be successf u l ly 
exec uted  once  f u l ly 
out s ide  t he parent s’ 
grasp. Yet the irony is 
that in trying to break 
aw ay  f rom p a rent s , 
st udent s are mak ing 
poorer decisions.
Believe it or not, there 
are actually things to 
do on a college campus 
outside the party scene. 
O v e r  4 0 0  s t u d e n t 
organizations exist on 
the campus, and while 
Columbia is a small city, 
it is a city nonetheless 
w i t h  ne w  p l ac e s  t o 
v i s i t  a nd  p e op le  t o 
meet. And by meeting 
people this way, they 
will actually remember 
you the next day. Life 
may be short, but time 
in college is shorter, so 
don’t throw away your 
precious four years of 
career development and 
hundreds of thousands 
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Soda Cit y Comic Con brought 
together people from all over Columbia 
and beyond this weekend to celebrate 
nerd culture and entertainment of all 
forms.
Last year’s con took place during the 
f loods that devastated the Columbia 
area and suffered as a result. This year, 
however, the weather was sunny and 
clear, and the Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center was packed with 
vendors, cosplayers, famous artists and 
hundreds of excited fans.
When the show began, the crowd 
made their way onto the show f loor 
where tables and booths were fi lled from 
wall to wall with comic books, toys, 
vintage video games, art and many other 
forms of collectibles and merchandise.
One of the vendors was Pop Culture 
Playground, which was selling a wide 
assortment of classic and new comics, 
vinyl records and other collectibles. 
Tom Raupp, who was operating the 
booth, expressed that what he enjoys 
about shows like Soda City Comic Con 
is being able to interact with fellow fans 
and collectors.
“The cool thing is meeting newer 
collectors and getting new customers 
and just talking and interacting with 
everybody and also seeing everybody 
that gets dressed up in cosplay and see 
the different outfi ts,” Raupp said.
Pop Culture Playground is based in 
Florida but travels around to various 
cities and shows to sell items and meet 
new people.
“If we see you at a show, please stop by 
and say hi,” Raupp said.
Once t he ma in event s  began, 
attendees had the opportunity to see 
numerous premieres of unreleased 
shows, one of which being FOX’s 
upcoming “24: Legacy,” which is set to 
release February 2017.
“24: Legacy” takes place three years 
after “24: Live Another Day,” the sequel 
to popular political thriller show “24,” 
but it follows new characters. Corey 
Hawkins, who played Dr. w in “Straight 
Outta Compton,” stars as Eric Carter, 
a war hero whose past begins to catch 
up to him, putting him and his wife in 
danger and leading him to a problem 
far larger than he could have realized. 
“24: Legacy” keeps the same premise 
and style of the original show, meaning 
that each episode takes place over one 
hour of the story, and a ticking clock is 
periodically shown to tell viewers how 
much time has passed.
One of the events that gathered the 
biggest crowd was animator Tom Cook’s 
panel about how he got started in the 
cartoon animation industry and how 
the process has changed since he fi rst 
started.
Kenan Thompson is 
still “all that,” or at least 
he was at his stand-up 
comedy act on Thursday. 
St udent s  packed t he 
Koger Center for the 
Carolina Product ions 
event.
S N L’s  T h o m p s o n 
focused on prov iding 
u n ique  a nd comed ic 
insight on his life and 
h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n 
a n  autobiog r aph ic a l 
m a n n e r ,  d r a w i n g 
inspi rat ion f rom h is 
past and how his history 
shaped h im into t he 
comed ia n  t hat  he  i s 
today.
“I liked him talk ing 
about his life ... and all 
the people he’s met ,” 
said fourth-year nursing 
student TJ Peterson.
T h e  a u d i e n c e 
roared w it h laughter 
a s  T ho m p s o n  m a d e 
references to many of his 
past acting experiences, 
including his t ime at 
Nic ke lodeon  a nd  i n 
various movies. Some in 
the audience was familiar 
with Thompson’s works, 
as he was a staple in 
many fi lms and shows of 
Kenan Thompson 
draws crowd at 
Koger Center
Joseph Perkinson/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Exhibitors display posters, action fi gures, plush toys, pins, art and other geeky collectibles in the showroom inside the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center.
Adam Collins/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK







Soda City Comic Con experiences 
clear weather, large turnout
Members of the Columbia 
c o m m u n i t y  f l o c k e d  t o 
t he event to meet people 
interested and invested in the 
issues Hoechella advocated. 
The event was free, although 
donat ions  were  accepted 
and donated to Girls Rock 
Charleston and Girls Rock 
Columbia. Hoechella sought 
to create a refreshing twist for 
those tired of the traditional 
live music scene.
Miracle St ivender, f irst-
year broadcast journal ism 
student at Midlands Tech, 
said that Hoechella provided 
for Columbia music-lovers “a 
different environment, other 
than the same thing over and 
over and over again. Different 
mu s ic ,  d i f f e rent  p eop le , 
different race, etc.”
Singers and groups such 
as Glittoris, Debbie and the 
Skanks, She Returns f rom 
War, Del Sur and Paisley 
Marie were performing on 
New Brook la nd Taver n’s 
stage throughout the two-
day event. A gl it ter booth 
was sponsored by Scenario 
Collective, in which attendees 
could have glitter sprinkled all 
over their hair and body free 
of charge. Shirts and buttons 
were available for purchase, 
and balloons in the shapes of 
male and female genitalia were 
scattered around the venue.
The event was praised for 
its transparent attitude toward 
sexuality, rape, body shaming 
and legislation regarding body 
autonomy.
“It really brings to light the 
situations that are happening 
that people don’t really think 
about,” said Gibbes DeLoach, 
f irst-year physics student. 
“This brings to light all the 
problems that occur sexually 
and with people undermining 
others for their gender and all 
of that, and I think it’s very 
important that people can 
understand that this actually 
HOECHELLAPAGE1
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HELP WANTED
If you: . Are an ambitious, motivated,             
  self-disciplined student
. Have availablity from 
  11 am to 3 pm Monday-Thursday
. Want to make $20-$25 an hour
You do not have to have any restaurant experience, 
we are willing to meet you and hire you!
Are you in need of 
a part-time job?
Contact Michelle Wang 
(803) 546-6923
mw@miyos.com
Submit your online application today to: www.miyos.com
and
“We had to use this thing called a 
pencil and write on something called 
paper,” Cook said during his panel. “It 
was a weird time.”
During his time as an animator, 
Cook has worked on numerous popular 
animated shows such as “He-Man,” 
“Scooby-Doo” and “Tiny Toons.”
Cook talked about how he was 
inspired by renowned comic book 
artist Jack Kirby and joked that he 
could have ended his life after getting 
the opportunity to work with him. But 
before Cook became a well-known 
animator, he was a bus driver. Cook 
said that during his time as a bus driver 
he also took an animation class where 
his talents were noticed, and eventually 
he was hired by popular animation 
studio Hanna-Barbera.
For the middle section of the panel, 
Cook explained the animation process 
step by step from the initial script 
to the final, animated product and 
all of the work that goes into each 
stage. Cook showed actual examples 
of some of the resources he used as an 
animator and told personal stories of 
his time in the business before shifting 
to talk about the convention at the end 
of the panel.
“I would have k i l led to have 
conventions like this in the ‘60s,” Cook 
said.
A short distance from where Cook 
spoke was a room filled with TVs 
and gaming consoles where different 
tournaments were being held in games 
like “Super Smash Bros.,” “Street 
Fighter V” and “Mortal Kombat X.” 
The “Super Smash Bros.” tournament 
was the most prominent and had 
many intense matches that often 
ended in shouting, cheers and calls for 
rematches.
In addit ion to the events and 
activities, a large part of the show’s 
entertainment came from observing 
the detailed costumes and outfi ts that 
many attendees wore. While Jokers 
and Harley Quinns were certainly the 
most common, there was still a large 
variety of characters being represented 
such as Deadpool, the Green Arrow, 
Boba Fett, Poison Ivy and many more.
The second Soda City Comic Con 
provided a way for fans of all forms of 
pop culture to show their creativity, 
buy items from their favorite properties 
and meet many like-minded people. 
Additional coverage and photos from 
the con can be found on the Arts and 
Culture Twitter page, @tdg_arts.
their generation.
“I grew up watching some things 
with Kenan in it, and I liked him 
on SNL,” Peterson said.
T homp s on  h a s  b een  a  f a n 
of comedy throughout his l ife. 
Speak ing about h is root s and 
experiences with Nickelodeon 
in his youth, Thompson said he 
believes that his time spent there 
t ra ined h im wel l  for  w r it ing 
sketches and performing on SNL 
today.
“It taught us to be pretty fearless 
and trust your instincts as far as 
the reaction you’re getting when 
you’re doing stuff and you just hear 
people laughing from little things,” 
Thompson said.
Toward the end of the show, 
Thompson had a question-and-
answer session with members of 
the audience. Students raised their 
hands and shouted out questions 
to Thompson, who gave honest 
answers and opinions to of ten 
controversial questions.
“The questioning and answering 
thing was cool,” said third-year 
elect r ical engineering student 
Nick Greene. “He got a bunch of 
random questions — what people 
were really thinking about.”
B e f o r e  t h e  s h o w  e n d e d , 
Thompson called his friend and 
colleague Kel Mitchell, an actor he 
worked with in the 1997 fi lm “Good 
Burger.” Many in the audience sat 
in disbelief as Thompson turned 
on the speaker set t ing on h is 
phone, held the phone up to the 
microphone and began to casually 
ta lk with h is fel low actor and 
friend.
Thompson’s jokes about h is 
career as an actor and a comedian 
were well-received by the crowd.
“You have to fi gure out your view 
on things and how to communicate 
that to people in a way that’s funny 





 A few non-prof it s  were in 
attendance, including WREN, or 
Women’s Rights and Empowerment 
Network. WREN helps advocate 
for the health rights and fi nancial 
benefi t of South Carolina families, 
women and girls.
“We’re here at Hoechella today 
because we feel like the event is 
very like-minded to our mission 
in that Hoechella is empowering 
women, and it’s also empowering 
women by f unding important 
programs like Girls Rock Columbia 
and Girls Rock Charleston,” said 
fourth-year public health student 
Megan Plassmeyer.
A lthough many women were 
present , representat ives of a l l 
genders and sexualit ies were at 
Hoechella. Support for the issues 
Hoechella advocated came from 
countless individuals, regardless of 
age, sexuality or race.
“Women’s i s sues aren’t  just 
women’s issues; they’re everyone’s 
issues,” Plassmeyer said. “We can 
all take a role in improving our 
community and the lives of people 
around us.”
Hoechella strives to expand USC 
students’ awareness of the issues 
surrounding the community and 
larger worldview.
“As we’re moving forward as 
adults, we need to learn not only 
about what’s kind of in our small 
little community but the problems 
outside of our own l it t le box,” 
Plassmeyer said.
Hoechella, the fi rst of its kind in 
Columbia, is a development for the 
community and issues regarding 
sexuality, rape culture and body 
shaming.
“I th ink it means that we’re 
progressing, that we’re moving 
forward,” Plassmeyer said. “Instead 
of thinking we’re not part of this 
issue and that we can’t be part of the 
solution. It’s us stepping forward 
and saying that we’re part of the 
solution, we can make a difference 
and we can fund programs that 
are making a dif ference in our 
community.”
PHD • JORGE CHAM HOROSCOPES
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EMPLOYMENT
Work Study Offi  ce Assistants
Work Study students needed 
for admin assistance in 
various depts and local area 
offi  ces (HR, Legal & Safety, IT 
Training Center, Media Arts/
Public Info, Client Services).  
Duties: organizing & archiving 
fi les & operating various offi  ce 
equipment. Must be profi cient 
in Microsoft Offi  ce Suite.  
Please call Cathy Smith @ 
896-6553 for interview. Must 





Hunter Gatherer is seeking 
part time kitchen help, no 
experience needed for 
dishwasher positions, 2 years 
experience for line cook. 
Must be available nights and 
weekends. Apply in person 
weekdays between 2 and 4 
pm at 900 Main Street
Computer Support Assistant: 
USC Math Dept looking for 
student IT workers. Workstudy 
available, not required. 
Currently-enrolled undergrads 




miyos and mvista restaurant 
group are looking for highly 
motivated and energetic 
USC students to join part 
time host and server team. 
No experience required. 
Good income and working 
environment! Students 
must be in good academic 
standing. GPA 3.0 is required.
Please send applications to 
www.miyos.com or directly 
send emails to mw@miyos.
com.
Email rc@miyos.com
Golf Sales and Service- 
must be able to speak and 
work with the public in a 
professional manner.  Flexible 
schedule during hours of 
operation: Monday - Saturday 
10-7 and Sunday 1-6. Email 
juliekoosa@hotmail.com
Waitstaff /Bartender
Hiring experienced (at least 
1 year casual or fi ne dining) 
waitstaff  and/or bartender.  
Must be 21 years old and 
available on Friday and 
Saturday nights.  References 
will be checked.  Apply online 
at www.alsupstairsitalian.com
EMPLOYMENT
GAIN VALUABLE MEDICAL 
EXPERIENCE
Well Established, Fast 
paced downtown Columbia 
specialty medical practice 
has an immediate opening for 
our training program.  Ideal 
candidate will have recently 
graduated from College and 
planning to attend medical 
school in the Fall of 2017.  
This is a paid working position 
that allows you hands on 
medical experience while 
applying to medical school.  
We are only looking for 
high energy, hard working 
passionate candidates with 
superior GPAs from college.  
This is a full time position and 
requires a 1 year commitment. 
Please email resume to 






Pasta Fresca Seeking 
EXPERIENCED COOKS for 
evenings and weekends.
Apply in person between 
4-6pm daily at 4722 Forest Dr, 
across from Dunkin Donuts, 
beside Rite-Aid
Pasta Fresca seeking  HOST/
CASHIER & EXPERIENCED 
SERVERS for evening/
weekend shifts.  Apply in 
person between 4pm - 6pm 




Call today to schedule your 
“A!”









Looking for hardworking 
dependable part time help. 
Must be able to work  some 
weekdays, weekends, and 
holidays. Apply in person with 
resume.







Eastminster Day School is 
now accepting applications 
for an Afterschool Teacher 
working with children 
Kindergarten through Fifth 




Reserved Parking Spaces 
$380 per Semester
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Relax and enjoy t ime 
with friends and family 
today and tomorrow. 
P a r t n e r s h i p s  s e e m 
e a s ie r  f o r  t he  ne x t 
month, with Venus in 
L ibr a .  Comprom ise 
comes easier. Enjoy the 
people you love.
Taurus
There’s more work over 
the next month, with 
Venus in Libra ,  and 
it’s fun and profitable. 
H o m e  a n d  f a m i l y 
d r a w  y o u  i n  t o d a y 
and tomorrow. Love 
rejuvenates you.
Gemini
Write and communicate 
today and tomorrow. 
You’re especially lucky 
in love for  t he nex t 
month, with Venus in 
Libra. Artistic efforts 




Today and tomorrow 
are good for mak ing 
money. Your home is 
your love nest. Beautify 
y o u r  e n v i r o n m e nt , 
with Venus in Libra. 
Pou r  love  on  home 
and family. Tend your 
garden.
Leo
You’re getting stronger 
and more sensitive today 
and tomorrow. Trust 
your heart to lead. Your 
communications savvy 
grows, with Venus in 
Libra this month. Feed 
your insatiable curiosity.
Virgo
Ref lec t  on t he road 
ahead. Pay attention to 
your dreams today and 
tomorrow. This month 
c a n  g e t  e s p e c i a l l y 
profi table, with Venus in 
Libra. Infuse your work 
with love.
Libra
Develop team strategies 
t h r ou g h  t omor r ow. 
Yo u r  l u c k  i n  l o v e 
improves immensely, 
with Venus in your sign 
for  t he nex t  mont h. 
You’re irresistible. Try a 
new haircut or style.
Scorpio
C a r e e r  m a t t e r s 
engage you today and 
tomorrow. Symbolism 
and spirituality comfort 
your heart over the next 
month, with Venus in 
Libra. Revel in peace 
and quiet. Get lost in 
beauty.
Sagittarius
You’re especially popular 
this next month, with 
Venus in Libra. Group 
activities thrive. Get out 
in the public spotlight. 
Social life benefi ts your 
career. Travel, study 
and explore today and 
tomorrow.
Capricorn
O v e r  t he  ne x t  t wo 
days, manage financial 
accounts. Take on more 
responsibility for the 
next month, with Venus 
in Libra. Your career 
blossoms,  espec ia l ly 
when you follow your 
heart.
Aquarius
Coordinate with your 
partner for powerful 
collaboration over the 
next two days. Explore, 
s t ud y  a nd  d i s c over 
new frontiers (of your 
personal passion) this 
coming month, w ith 
Venus in Libra.
Pisces
Work demands your 
attention over the next 
few days. Increase your 
shared assets. The next 
month is good for saving 
money, with Venus in 
Libra. Set up automatic 
payments.
@thegamecock
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Even though the spring 
season was months away, 
his baseball future was 
in jeopardy.
“The doc tors  told 
me I would never play 
baseball again, and that I 
defi nitely wouldn’t pitch 
again,” the Columbia-
born lefty said. “That 
was motivation for me to 
work my tail off and get 
back on the fi eld.”
B y  t h e  s p r i n g , 
Gilreath was back on the 
mound again, good as 
new. The rehab process 
took about seven to eight 
months, but the reward 
was much greater. About 
three years after being 
told he wou ld never 
pitch again, a then-15-
year-old Gilreath was 
committed to an SEC 
baseball powerhouse.
Along with an SEC 
program comes a top-
level fan base, which 
Gilreath points to as 
one of the major draws 
to play ing for South 
Carolina.
“The love and passion 
the fans share for the 
at h let ic programs is 
unbelievable,” he said. 
“That’s the thing that 
really attracted me.”
Now that he’s sold 
on  t he  G a meco ck s , 
Gilreath is trying to help 
bring more quality talent 
to Columbia. He made a 
visit to the campus with 
2018 shortstop target 
Cameron Reeves  on 
Aug. 21, but the majority 
of his inf luence comes 
on social media.
Gi l reat h  ha s  over 
1 ,10 0  f o l l o w e r s  o n 
Tw it t e r  a nd  ne a r l y 
6,000 on Instagram. 
H is  Tw it ter  feed  i s 
fl ooded with retweets of 
South Carolina athletic 
news and interactions 
with current commits 
and targets of several 
different sports.
“People will send me 
messages about being 
recruited by Carolina 
and ask ing about the 
school and what I can 
te l l  t hem about  t he 
program,” Gilreath said.
The southpaw tries 
to sell recruits on the 
c o ac h i n g  s t a f f ,  t he 
facilities and Gamecock 
fan base. His ef forts 
extend beyond baseball 
as well, as he’s been in 
contact with mult iple 
f o o t b a l l  p l a y e r s , 
includ ing Florence’s 
Xavier Thomas, the No. 
2 prospect in the 2018 
cycle.
“I talk to him pretty 
frequently trying to get 
him to come to Carolina 
and telling him what the 
school has to offer.”
Gilreath has already 
enjoyed the benef it s 
o f  h i s  G a m e c o c k 
connections, particularly 
h i s  f r iendsh ip  w it h 
freshman Jake Wright, 
who ju s t  a r r ived  i n 
Columbia to begin his 
college baseball career. 
In late July, Wright gave 
Gilreath the offer of a 
lifetime.
“[Jake] texted me and 
asked ‘W hat are you 
doing Aug. 2 through 
9?’” Gilreath said.
Wright would then 
inv ite  Gi l reat h to a 
week-long trip to the 
Dominican Republic, 
where some players from 
the Rock Hill area would 
play games against local 
teams and do mission 
work in local schools and 
orphanages.
“ I t  w a s  m a i n l y  a 
mission trip, but we used 
baseball as part of our 
ministry,” the junior 
said.
Baseball was certainly 
prevalent on the trip, as 
Gilreath said the boys 
orphanage he visited had 
a great baseball f ield, 
where the boys played 
baseball and kickball.
G i l r e a t h ’ s  p e e r s 
weren’t quite as lucky 
when it came to facilities.
“The baseball fi eld we 
played on had no fences, 
and there were cows in 
the outfield. No bases 
either,” he said. “There 
were no fences, no foul 
lines. There’s nothing.”
G i l r e a t h  w a s 
i m p r e s s e d  w i t h 
t he  a t t i t ude  o f  h i s 
Dominican opponents, 
especially considering 
the fi eld conditions.
“ I n  A m e r i c a , 
y o u ’ l l  o f t e n  h a v e 
players blaming their 
per for mance on t he 
f ie ld  cond it ions ,  or 
the umpires, or their 
bat wasn’t work ing,” 
G i l re at h  s a id .  “ We 
had one umpire for all 
our games. The fields 
were terr ible. Those 
kids never blamed it on 
anything.”
I t  m a y  b e  a  w a y 
o f f ,  b u t  G i l r e a t h 
gives Gamecock fans 
something to be excited 
about. His changeup, 
which he considers to 
be his best pitch, has 
received loads of praise 
f rom pitch ing coach 
Jerry Meyers, and his 
work ethic and attitude 
speak for themselves. 
F a n s  a n d  c o a c h e s 
alike are anticipat ing 
Gilreath’s arrival, but 
l ikely no one is more 
excited than he is.
“ I t ’ s  d e f i n i t e l y 
a p p r o a c h i n g  m u c h 
quicker than I expected,” 
Gilreath said of the long 
wait after committing 
before his sophomore 
season. “Next fall, I’ll be 
signing, so hopefully it’ll 
go by quickly.”
GILREATHPAGE10
